SOCIAL BACKGROUND  OF  MODERN NATIONALISM
nents. But there were large masses of people whose nationalism
was so vague that it was difficult to argue against it or who had
no clear political opinions and for this reason were apt to become
an easy prey of demagogues who possessed the gift of arousing
their latent passions. In other countries also experience has
proved that a certain form of moderate nationalism is more
difficult to combat than a more extreme type. This applies
also to the types of internal nationalism such as oppression of
minorities, anti-Semitism and anti-alienism. The dangerous
anti-Semites, for instance, are not those who denounce the Jews
as ritual-murderers, but certain sneaking ones who are much
more effective in poisoning the atmosphere and preparing the
soil for Hitlerism.
The triumphs of extreme nationalism and racialism in our
tinie, furthermore, were facilitated by the attitude of many
statesmen and politicians who were not in sympathy with their
aims, but either believed that it was too dangerous for their own
position and that of their parties to take energetic measures
against them, or even considered them as necessary evils, Politics,
indeed, comprise many factors which are evils, but which cannot
be eliminated without incurring the risk of still greater evils.
Many statesmen dislike the ways of nationalism, but think that
it, nevertheless, is the lesser evil. Another habit inherent in
modern politics is the tendency to over-simplify complicated
issues. Most great political questions of to-day arc very complex ;
they show an inextricable mixture of rights and wrongs, pros and
cons, and incalculable risks. On the other hand, they must be
made understandable to all those who have influence on politics
and the solutions proposed must appeal to the mentality of the
voters. This makes it necessary to present them in a very simple
form. It is not merely the masses which are unable to afford any
interest in complicated plans not directly touching their own vital
interests. Even highly educated people are often very reluctant
to give much thinking to political problems, especially those of
other nations, and prefer to believe what agrees with their own
wishes,1
5. THE ECONOMICS OF NATIONALISM
Both liberalism and socialism regard economic activity as a
means for providing the people by peaceful work and co-operation
1 Cf. the acute analysis of the mentality which was largely responsible for the
failure of the democratic nations to maintain peace in Edward H, Carr, The Twenty
Tears' Crisis, J^/o-ip^p, 1939.